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For the finst time: in 30 years, throe Plack actors have
boea nominated o for Aaderay Awards And for the
first time in Academy Award history, two Black men
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Actor in 2 Leading Role, ane of the most prestigious

" acting awards in the flm industry.

In the African American community, the nomina-
tions themselves ave an amazing feat at which to mar-
ved, but the idea of one these superb actors actually
winning an awand hax the community buzzing with
ghepticam, - :areesag il Sl 0O Tt

In his own right, Denzel Washington is a leader in the
acting industry and he is no stranger to the Amdemy
Awards Tn 1889, he was awarded an Oscar for the his
supporting role in "Glony” and 13 years since his
award, he has yet to recsive snother, although he has

, surpassod excedlence in many leading roles. a

In 1992, he was nominated for Best Actor in &
Loading Role for his extroondinary performonee in
"Maloolm X" and in 1999 he was again nominated for
portrayal of Rubin "Hurricane Carter in “The
Hurmicane" STeri o : ;

Although Halle Berry and Will Smith: are househald
names when it comes to the entertainment industry,
this is their first Acodemy Award nominntion.

It i 0o socret that Hollywood continucs to excmplify
a huge disregard when it comes to the acknowledge-

. ment of Black stors and actressces, Many Black actors
to this indusTy

However, many of them fail to gain the recognitton
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ficent three.

cvery Bladk netor or actress deserves an Academy
Award, but it would even mon: scrimeaious to have
this year's Academy Avands ceremony oome and g0
without at Jeast onc of the three nelors mentioned
above awarded, e el .
Pleaze don't take this the wrong way. The imple-
mentation of an affrmative action process during the
Academy Awards is nof what should be sugzested.
What i to be assumed is that actors and adnsses,
resqurdleas of their e, color or creed, will be diligent-
ly awarded for their performance and contributions to
the film indheslry No one wants L see an Oscar given
charitably, but everyone wants o see an Oscar given
The competition for Best Actar in a Leading Role is
stifl this year Russell Crowe's performance in &
"Beauntiful Mind® was phenomenal and contrary to
akeptics, Will Smith stunned aitics by pulling off
Muhammad Al in "AL" However, Halle Bary's poer-
formance in the aitically aodaimed box office hit,
"Monster Ball® was extrnordinary.

Her portrayal of Leticin Hargrove, a mother grieving
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at the loes of her son and the recent cxecution of her ¢

husbend, Bas slready gainered her 2 Golden Globe |
nemenation and the National Board of Review Award |

for Best Actress.

Hands down, Halle shoukd be able to pull off the vie-
tory with ease, Noverthelesw, congratulations to all the
nominees and may the hest man or woman win,

Sincerely,
‘Valerie Reyrolds,
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