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by valeoe Rewmolds

a1 e wake of the tungic Oveober 171h Cook
Courcy Administmtion Ruikling Fee s clamal
the lives of six peopte, flre wwfery has baoome an
1saue thae many families are beginsmg 10 dceg ol
more serioatly.

“LAonT ke i was besare of L Live of
if 1 was becae of e spie” said Ace Hmdware
core manager Tyrone Peny. “But our store quickly
for b gh the Soe estinguiaers we bad oo soie in
Qclobes”

Oztober wus Mateasi Safery Mot that
c2 recozmzed wilh o sale on manay of e slone's
ferw sopliances. However, U scoce focatsd i the
avo 2z 25 N Wahash saw Fre extingaishas g
neer Lo oy of e ather appliznces that wee on
al
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The National Bioe Paseo oo Asociaion reparts
that 1n 2002, there weoe 389,000 reported home Ges n the
Uniad Stzere, resulling i 2,670 deadhe. There are, baw-
ewer. several simple poccactions that can be faken o beip
arsvene fine froom desroving bomes and lives,

Tre Chicagn Fire Department Ests thess cosy

lips (2 prevens on, even suvive a tiee in your hone or
tuiding.
1. Change Your Clock, Chunge Your Battery: Adepl o
sarple. pocentially Fifesaving habar, chanpe the badlesies in
wodr 3race s dofectar when wou coacze vour clecie in the
il and spring
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fety hits home

2. Check Your Smoke Detectors: After inseitieg a fesh
Fartern. check 10 minke sure the emoke deteclorn actinily
ok by pushing llw seleiy 22 20,

A, Count Your Smnke Detectorss Invall ot least one
smeke driector enevery kvel of your bonw, inchaling the
barerzat and family room asd, most impantaal, colsice
all Bedoooms.

4. Vacuum Your Smoke Deteciors: Bach mondh, clean
vour smake detectons of @usr and cotwehs 1o ensuce e
sersalivily.

%, Change Your Flashlight Batterdes: 7o muke sure your
zmergency flachliphis work whea neeonl, use high-qua
v efhdine batterizs, Note: Keep a wodong ashlight near

sour beo, e ktesen, baserent acd famly oo
and wse it to sigaai For Bedp e event of o e
6. Instoll Fire Extiageihers: [nstall a Fre oato-
gaisher inar near yoor Dnchion and bnow aes ) L
it Purchase an allpeoposs (e extinguiskes thae i
Hted by on geeredited testing laboatory sack as
Undereriters Laborzooy
7. Plan and Practice Your Escaper  Crears ar j2au
s Tevert escupe rooser 2ol prtice them =it 2
el iy,

Chlleren are ar dootos the sk ol dymz ma bore
e because ey often vecome seared and eoatyied
curing Fres. Make suce your oalldven vaderiand ©
a sarake deiector s gra s a boma fre and than they rec-
oprfze W3 wanm,

As eaperts predict s heating coals or this wie-
ber o ezl 1o rise maoy Chicagn wesice s vl
seek alarnative wors 1o Beat thelr Foarmes, witk spoace
Peaters as 1z mosl cooeca,

Alhongy spoce Bosers are sonedimes a4 o
s pensive, coovenient wir fo sy wanm diring the <002
sweather, they con alse be 2 Seagerois o sonetimes 220
ceadly wpabinnce,

Acconling 1o e US Fire Admimstriion. sip-
plemental raon heatery, soch as wood and eeal-oum =g
S1OVES, serasenz healers, 2i of clectrienl space beatess
cooace more than ene-fifh of 211 residential tires, s the
.S, Consturer Praduct Safety Commassion (CPSC) gxa.
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Home 1ire satety

Continued from Page 1

imates that sbout 300 peopie dic each year in fires
started by these heaters,

Despie these numbers, there ure ways
to keep safe while using space heaters. The
CPSC offers several sufety tips for heating
homes with space beaters, The fiyst thing they
recommend i3 to s2lect a space heater with a
guard avound the fame arca o heating element
and 10 chogse a speoe heaser that has been te sted
and cerlified by a nationally recogmzed testiog
jaboratory.

The CPSC also recommends naver
jeaving o space hester on when you go 1o sieep
and to never place a space heater close to any
gleeping person. [t is also very important o
remeinber to tum the space heater 0ff if you
jeave the area and 1o keep children and pels
away from them.

For mote information on how o siay
gafe while using space heaters request a free
booklet entitled “What You Should Know ebout
Space Hemers." Send a post card to “Space
Heater Booklet,” U.S, Consumer Product Safery
Commission, Washington. D.C, 20207,






